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Biography
I have been a professor in the sociology department at Loyola Marymount University since 2006. My 
research examines intersections of gay and straight life in aging populations. My particular focus is 
on family and kinship, caregiving, and friendship across the life course.

Areas of Expertise
Intersection of Gay and Straight Life in Aging, Social Relationships, Gender, Aging and the Life 
Course, Caregiving and Friendship Across the Life Course, Family and Kinship, Chronically Ill 
Population, Research Methods, Close Relationships, Sexuality, Caregiving

Affiliations
American Sociological Association, Gerontological Society of America, Pacific Sociological 
Association, Sociologists for Women in Society

Education

University of California at Davis
Ph.D. Sociology

San Jose State University
M.A. Sociology

Santa Clara University
B.A. Communication

Accomplishments

The Daum Professorship Recipient
Spring 2017. Created from a legacy received from Harry M. Daum, Class of 1938, the Daum 
Professorship is given annually to a tenured professor in the Bellarmine College of Liberal Arts with 
full rank who has exhibited a record of excellence in teaching and advising, scholarship or creative 
work, service and leadership to the department, college and university. Nominees must demonstrate 
consistent excellence in all areas of faculty responsibility commensurate with rank.
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Martin Duberman Fellowship
2013. Center for Lesbian and Gay Studies, City University of New York.

Postdoctoral Training Fellowship
National Institute of Health Sponsored Training in Social Research on Applied Issues of Aging. 
University of Michigan: School of Social Work. 2004-06.
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