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Specialist in Popular Culture and Politics, as well as Gender and Sports, in Twentieth Century Latin 
America.

Biography
Dr. Brenda Elsey studies the history of popular culture and politics in twentieth century Latin America, 
in addition to gender, social theory, and Pan-Americanism. She is a senior editor for Oxford 
University Press? Research Essays in Latin American History: Southern Cone and recently edited a 
Radical History Review issue at Duke University Press, entitled ?Historicizing the Politics and 
Pleasure of Sport? with Peter Alegi and Amy Chazkel. She is currently working on a monograph 
Futbolera: Women, Gender, and Sexuality in Latin American Sport. Elsey?s previous publications 
include a monograph, Citizens and Sportsmen: Fútbol and Politics in Twentieth Century Chile 
(University of Texas, 2011), and various articles, including, "Breaking the Machine: The Politics of 
South American Football," in Global Latin America (University of California Press, 2016), "Bad 
Ambassadors: A History of the Pan-American Games of the 1950s," International Journal of Sport 
History, forthcoming, ?As the World is My Witness:? Popular Culture and the Chilean Solidarity 
Movement, 1974-1987,? in Topographies of Transnationalism (University of Wisconsin Press, 2013) 
She has several articles forthcoming, including ?Sport, Gender, and Politics in Latin America,? in 
Oxford University?s Sport in History(2014),and ?Football at the ?end? of the World: the 1962 World 
Cup in Chile,? in Kay Schiller and Stefan Rinke?s Histories of the World Cup (Göttingen, Wallstein, 
2014). In 2012 Elsey won the Stessin Prize for best faculty publication at Hofstra University. She has 
been the co-director of the Latin American and Caribbean Studies program at Hofstra since 2008 and 
directed the Women?s Studies program from 2009 to 2013. She is currently on the chairperson of 
the Advisory Board for Hofstra?s Center for Civic Engagement. She has written on sport and social 
justice for popular publications including The New Republic, The Allrounder, and Sport's Illustrated.

Industry Expertise
Education/Learning, Sport - Professional, Writing and Editing

Areas of Expertise
Latin American Culture, Latin American Politics, Sports in Latin America, Gender Studies

Event Appearances

Seymour Lecture in Sports History
?Fútbol Feminista: Solidarity & History of Latin American Women?s Soccer?

Taller de Eventos Contemporáneos de Latino América (TECLA)
?Fútbol, Futebol, and Nation: Identity, Class, and Gender in Latin America?s Most Popular Sport?
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Education

SUNY Stony Brook University
Ph.D. 

SUNY Stony Brook University
M.A. 

Michigan State University
B.A. 

Accomplishments

Spanish Translation of "Futbolera: A History of Women and Sports in Latin America"
"Futbolera: A History of Women and Sports in Latin America," co-authored by Professor of History 
Brenda Elsey with Joshua Nadel has been translated to Spanish by Ediciones UC. The book, first 
published in spring 2019 by the University of Texas Press, traces the evolution of women?s 
participation in sports in Latin America, from physical education to amateur clubs to the creation of 
national teams.

Fulbright Grant
Dr. Elsey was awarded a Fulbright in the spring of 2017 for her research on the history of gender, 
sexuality, and sport in Latin America. She will continue her studies In Argentina where she will focus 
on the history of women?s soccer, from the 1930s until present. Professor Elsey will teach a course 
at the National University of La Plata (UNLP) on the social history of sport in the Americas and work 
with history, journalism, and physical education students.

Stessin Prize for Best Faculty Publication
Awarded by Hofstra University

Fare Network?s Development Lead for FIFA?s Football Confederation (CONCACAF) in North and 
Central America and the Caribbean (CONMEBOL) in South America
Dr. Elsey has been named the Fare Network?s Development Lead for FIFA?s Football 
Confederation (CONCACAF) in North and Central America and the Caribbean (CONMEBOL) in 
South America. She will design programs, identify issues of discrimination and provide research and 
analytical support to further the efforts of the Fare network.
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