Brenda Sims Blackwell

Department Chair, Criminal Justice & Criminology at Georgia Southern University
Statesboro, GA, US

Brenda Sims Blackwells' work focuses on how gender can influence crimes and the legal and social
issues that arise from it.

Biography

Dr. Brenda Sims Blackwell joined the Department of Criminal Justice & Criminology as chair in July,
2014. She has served on the faculties of Pennsylvania State University and Georgia State University,
leaving the latter after 15 years of service. Her research broadly focuses on women and crime, with
an emphasis on gender differences in offending and differences in criminal justice responses to male
and female offenders. She is interested in examining and elaborating traditional and new theoretical
perspectives to determine their relevance to female offending. Her articles appear in publications
such as Criminology, Deviant Behavior, and the Journal of Criminal Justice. Brenda has collaborated
on projects examining the commercial sexual exploitation of children, with a specific focus on
examining responses to this issue in Georgia and reviewing literature to determine how other
jurisdictions respond. These efforts were funded by the National Institute of Justice and through the
Governor?s Office for Children and Families. Brenda is dedicated to working with students. She
currently chairs a student-awards committee for the American Society of Criminology and has
several publications that explore the impact of academic advisement on career outcomes and job
satisfaction among criminal justice students and graduates.

Areas of Expertise
Law and Society, Sentencing, Gender, Crime, and Justice, Criminal Behavior, Corrections

Education

University of Oklahoma
Ph.D. Sociology

University of Oklahoma
M.A. Sociology

Northern Arizona University
B.S. Criminal Justice

Accomplishments

Outstanding CTW Ambassador and Assessment Report (Geor gia State Univer sity)
2009
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Andrew Young School of Policy Studies Excellencein Teaching Award (Geor gia State Univer sity)
2012

Nominated for Who?sWho in Social Sciences Higher Education (WW SSHE)
2004

Gene Carte Student Paper Competition - First Place (American Society of Criminology)
1992

Southwest Sociological Association Master ?s L evel Student Paper Competition - First Place (Southwest
Sociological Association)
1992
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