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Biography
Charis E. Kubrin is Professor of Criminology, Law and Society and (by courtesy) Sociology. She is 
also a member of the Racial Democracy, Crime and Justice- Network. Her research focuses on 
neighborhood correlates of crime, with an emphasis on race and violent crime. Recent work in this 
area examines the immigration-crime nexus across neighborhoods and cities, as well as assesses 
the impact of criminal justice reform on crime rates. Another line of research explores the intersection 
of music, culture, and social identity, particularly as it applies to hip hop and minority youth in 
disadvantaged communities. Professor Kubrin has received several national awards including the 
Ruth Shonle Cavan Young Scholar Award from the American Society of Criminology (for outstanding 
scholarly contributions to the discipline of criminology); the Coramae Richey Mann Award from the 
Division on People of Color and Crime, the American Society of Criminology (for outstanding 
contributions of scholarship on race/ethnicity, crime, and justice); and the W.E.B. DuBois Award from 
the Western Society of Criminology (for significant contributions to racial and ethnic issues in the field 
of criminology). Most recently she received the Paul Tappan Award from the Western Society of 
Criminology (for outstanding contributions to the field of criminology). In 2019, she was named a 
Fellow of the American Society of Criminology. Issues of race and justice are at the forefront of 
Professor Kubrin?s TEDx talk, The Threatening Nature of?Rap Music?, which focuses on the use of 
rap lyrics as evidence in criminal trials against young men of color. Along with Barbara Seymour 
Giordano, Kubrin received a Cicero Speechwriting Award for this talk in the category of 
?Controversial or Highly Politicized Topic.?

Areas of Expertise
Race, Ethnicity, and Crime, Crime Trends, Crime, Immigration and Crime, Rap Music and Media, 
Criminal Justice Reform

Affiliations
American Society of Criminology : Fellow

Education

University of Washington
PhD Sociology
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Ruth Shonle Cavan Young Scholar Award
from the American Society of Criminology (for outstanding scholarly contributions to the discipline of 
criminology)

Coramae Richey Mann Award
from the Division on People of Color and Crime, the American Society of Criminology (for 
outstanding contributions of scholarship on race/ethnicity, crime, and justice)

W.E.B. DuBois Award
from the Western Society of Criminology (for significant contributions to racial and ethnic issues in 
the field of criminology)

Paul Tappan Award
from the Western Society of Criminology (for outstanding contributions to the field of criminology)
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