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Dr. Finley is an experienced thoracic surgeon dedicated to improving delivery of cancer treatments

Biography
Dr. Christian Finley is a national leader in cancer surgery quality, governance, standardization and 
benchmarking. He holds a Masters degree in Public Health from Harvard University, a Doctor of 
Medicine from University of British Columbia and a Bachelor of Applied Science from Queen?s 
University. After completing advanced training in Leuven, Belgium and England, he started working 
at St. Joseph's Healthcare Hamilton. He is currently appointed as an associate professor in the 
Department of Surgery (Division of Thoracic Surgery) at McMaster University. Dr. Finley has led 
many initiatives that have won awards for quality and patient-centered care. Recognizing a local 
need, Dr. Finley conceived and fundraised for the creation of a palliative suite for patients to die with 
dignity. Dr. Christian Finley is Expert Lead at the Canadian Partnership Against Cancer. In this role 
he provides advice, expertise and leadership on improving the quality of surgical oncology, as well as 
system performance in cancer control in Canada. Dr. Finley has received over 7 million dollars in 
research funding, published over 75 papers, and has been invited for national and international 
presentations. He has received numerous awards, including a prestigious James IV international 
award supporting outstanding surgical leaders to promote the exchange of knowledge around the 
globe. He is the proud father of three girls and an avid outdoorsman.

Areas of Expertise
Surgery, Benchmarking, Governance, Outcomes, Change Management, Knowledge Translation

Education

Harvard University
MPH Public Health

University of British Columbia
MD Medicine
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