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Biography
David Figlio is an internationally recognized economist and educational leader whose 
interdisciplinary research spans educational, public, and social policy, including the link between 
health and education. He conducts research on a wide range of education and health policy issues 
from school accountability and standards to welfare policy and policy design, as well as the 
interrelationship between education and health. He also studies aspects of the academic profession 
itself, with recent papers on academic peer review and the publication process. He collaborates 
frequently with state and local health and education agencies, and recently led a National Science 
Foundation-sponsored national network to facilitate the use of matched administrative datasets to 
inform and evaluate education policy. Figlio has published his work in numerous leading journals, 
including the American Economic Review, Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, JAMA 
Pediatrics, Review of Economics and Statistics, American Economic Journal: Applied Economics, 
American Economic Journal: Economic Policy, and Journal of Human Resources. Organizations 
supporting his research include the National Science Foundation, National Institute of Child Health 
and Human Development, and the U.S. Departments of Agriculture, Education, and Health and 
Human Services, as well as the Annie E. Casey, Doris Duke Charitable Trust, Gates, Laura and John 
Arnold, MacArthur, Smith Richardson, and Spencer foundations, among others. At the University of 
Rochester, Figlio holds a primary appointment in the Department of Economics and a joint 
professorship at the Warner School of Education.

Areas of Expertise
Vouchers, School Choice, Community Engagement, Teaching, K-12 Education, Higher Education , 
Higher Education Economics, Health and Education, Professoriate, Faculty Diversity, Educational 
Leadership
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