Dr. Mauricio Hernandez-Avila

General Director at National Institute of Public Health
Mexico City, , MX

A recognized leader in national and international research in environmental health, cancer
epidemiology and public health policies.

Biography

Mauricio Hernandez-Avila is the dean of the Mexico School of Public Health and director general of
the National Institute of Public Health (INSP). He earned his medical degree from the National
Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM) in 1980 and completed his residency in pathology at the
Salvador Zubiran National Institute of Health Sciences and Nutrition (INNSZ) in 1982. Additionally, he
studied applied statistics at the Applied Mathematics and Systems Research Institute (UNAM, 1984),
and earned a master?s degree (1984) and a doctoral degree (1988), both in science in epidemiology
from the Harvard School of Public Health. In 1981, he launched his professional career at the
Mexican Ministry of Health as an attending physician in the Department of Community Nutrition at the
INNSZ. After completing his postgraduate studies in 1988, Dr. Herndndez-Avila served as director of
the Center for Epidemiological Surveillance of Chronic Ilinesses and Accidents at the Mexican
Ministry of Health until 1991, at which time he was appointed director of the Center for Public Health
Research of INSP. In 1997, he was invited to work as visiting professor at Emory University?s Rollins
School of Public Health until to 1999 when he returned as director of the Center for Population Health
Research of the INSP. By 2004, he was selected to serve as director general of the INSP, a position
that he held until December 2006 at which time he was appointed undersecretary of Disease
Prevention and Health Promotion of the Mexican Ministry of Health by President Felipe Calderon
Hinojosa. A recognized leader in national and international research, Dr. Hernandez-Avila has been
a level 1l member of the National Research System since 1990. His international awards, including
the German Michael in the area of health in 2006, and the Alumni Merit Award from the Harvard
School of Public Health in 2005. He is author or coauthor of more than 215 published scientific
articles, six books, and 45 book chapters on priority global health matters ranging from environmental
health, cancer epidemiology, and evaluation of national public programs and public health policies.

Industry Expertise
Health and Wellness, Research, Education/Learning

Areas of Expertise
Health Policy, Environmenal Health, Public Health, Cancer Epidemiology

Affiliations

Mexican National Academy of Medicine: Member, Committee of Biomedical Sciences of the National
Advisory Board of Science and Technology (CONACyT): Member
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