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Elizabeth McRae?s teaching and research interests include the intersection of race, gender and 
politics in America and in the modern South.

Biography
Elizabeth McRae is an associate professor of history at Western Carolina University, and previously 
held the university?s Creighton Sossomon Professorship in History from 2016-2019. McRae is a 
WCU alumna who received her master?s degree in history at the university in 1996. She also holds a 
master?s degree in secondary social science education from Marymount University in Virginia and a 
doctorate in American history from the University of Georgia. She joined the WCU faculty in 2000 
and previously served as director of the Secondary Social Science Education Program for 10 years. 
Elizabeth McRae received her master?s degree in history at WCU in 1996. McRae?s teaching and 
research interests center on the intersection of race, gender and politics in America and in the 
modern South. She has published articles in recent collections on Southern women?s history and in 
the Georgia Historical Quarterly, Carologue and the North Carolina Historical Review. Her book 
Mothers of Massive Resistance: White Women and the Politics of Jim Crow will be published in 2017 
by Oxford University Press. McRae is co-director of ?Mountain Lives, Mountain People,? an oral 
history training program involving students at Smoky Mountain High School.

Industry Expertise
Writing and Editing, Education/Learning, Research

Areas of Expertise
American History, American South, Race and Politics, Gender and Politics, Modern South

Education

University of Georgia
Ph.D. American History

Western Carolina University
M.A. History

Wake Forest University
B.A. 

Marymount University
MAED 
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Accomplishments

Frank and Harriet Owsley Award
Southern Historical Association

Outstanding Book Award
Society for Professors of Education

Frederick Jackson Turner Award
Organization of American Historians
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