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Director, Education Innovation and Research at NAACP, Professor, Howard University, Editor-in-
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Biography

Dr. lvory A. Toldson served as the president and CEO of the QEM Network, professor of counseling
psychology at Howard University, and editor-in-chief of The Journal of Negro Education. He was
appointed by President Barack Obama to devise national strategies to sustain and expand federal
support to HBCUs as the executive director of the White House Initiative on Historically Black
Colleges and Universities (WHIHBCUSs). Throughout his career, Dr. Toldson also served as a senior
research analyst for the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation (CBCF) and contributing education
editor for The Root, where he debunked some of the most pervasive myths about African-Americans
in his Show Me the Numbers column. A sought-after speaker, Dr. Toldson has been featured on
MSNBC, C-SPAN2 Books, NPR News, POTUS on XM Satellite Radio, and numerous national and
local radio stations. In print, his research has been featured in The Washington Post, CNN.com, The
New York Times, The Root, The National Journal, Essence Magazine, BET.com, The Grio, and
Ebony Magazine. In addition to ongoing work with elected officials, government executives, HBCU
leaders, and advocacy groups, Dr. Toldson conceptualized the White House Initiative on HBCUs All-
Stars program during the Obama administration, which identified and engaged the top HBCU
scholars. As a senior research analyst for the CBCF, Dr. Toldson conceptualized, developed and
authored the Breaking Barriers series, which analyzed success indicators for school-aged Black
males. He has worked effectively with members of the Congressional Black Caucus and their staff to
organize national and district-level forums on educational equity and access. Dr. Toldson has varied
executive leadership experiences and has served on many advisory boards. He is an advisory board
member for Generation Ready and the Morehouse Research Institute, and on the board of directors
for the National Council on Educating Black Children, a premier non-profit and civil rights
organization with a distinguished focus on improving educational opportunities and outcomes for
African American children.

Areas of Expertise

HBCU, Journalism, STEM - Science, Technology, Engineering & Math Disciplines, Research
Analysis, Black Achievement & Academic Issues, Higher Education Access
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