Jennifer Gardy

Canada Research Chair in Public Health Genomics | Science Television Host at University of
British Columbia | BC Centre for Disease Control | CBC Television
Vancouver, BC, CA

Sequencing DNA to track infectious diseases, and occasionally appearing on your favourite science
TV shows

Biography

Dr. Jennifer Gardy is both a scientist and a science communicator. In her scientific life, she?s a
Senior Scientist in Genomics at the BC Centre for Disease Control and an Assistant Professor in the
Faculty of Medicine at the University of British Columbia, where she holds a Canada Research Chair
in Public Health Genomics. Jennifer?s lab uses genome sequencing to understand how infectious
diseases spread in populations, and her team was the first group to publish a paper showing how
genomics could reconstruct person-to-person disease transmission in a large outbreak of
tuberculosis. Recognized as a leader in this emerging discipline of ?genomic epidemiology?,
Jennifer?s work continues to explore how we can use DNA data to track and ultimately stop disease
outbreaks. In addition to her own research program, she lends her expertise to several international
advisory boards and groups, including the National Academies of Science, Engineering, and
Medicine and NIH/NIAID. When she?s not studying microbes, Jennifer works in science media. She
regularly hosts episodes of CBC Television?s long-running science documentary series The Nature
of Things, has appeared as a guest host and contributor on Discovery Chanel?s nightly science
newsmagazine Daily Planet, and is a frequent guest on CTV?s daily lifestyle programs CTV Morning
Live and The Social. She wrote a children?s book about microbes for OwlKids Books in 2014, and
regularly speaks to science graduate students about how to communicate their research effectively.

Industry Expertise
Health and Wellness, Media - Broadcast

Areas of Expertise

Genomics, Bioinformatics, Public Health, Tuberculosis, Science Communication, Television

Affiliations

Canada Research Chair in Public Health Genomics, Michael Smith Foundation for Health Research
Scholar

Education

Simon Fraser University
PhD Bioinformatics


http://www.expertfile.com/experts/jennifer.gardy

University of British Columbia
BSc Cell Biology & Genetics

Accomplishments

Simon Fraser University Outstanding Alumni Awards, 2016
Rising Star category

YWCA Women of Distinction Award Winner, 2014
Technology, Science, and Research category
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