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Dr. Zettler investigates the ecological effects of red imported fire ants on native invertebrates and 
plants

Biography
Dr. Zettler investigates the ecological effects of red imported fire ants on native invertebrates and 
plants. Along with Dr. Brofft-Bailey, she is determining if fire ant mounds serve as ?hot spots for 
nitrification since they are enriched with oxygen and ammonia, conditions which should favor the 
growth of ammonia oxidizing Bacteria and Archaea.?

Areas of Expertise
Invasive Species, Entomology, Zoology, Ecology

Education

Clemson University
Ph.D. Zoology

Clemson University
M.S. Entomology
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