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Lynne Hartnett, PhD, is an expert on Russian history, protest movements, and refugees and political 
exile.

Biography
Lynne Hartnett is an associate professor of history at Villanova University, where she has taught 
courses on Russian history and the social and political histories of Europe since 2002. Prior to joining 
Villanova, Hartnett spent a semester teaching a course on "Russian Women in the Modern Age" at 
Lehigh University. She was the director of Russian area studies at Villanova from 2008-2015 and is 
currently the director of the graduate program in history. Her expertise has been featured in multiple 
publications and public engagements, and she has served as a presenter at numerous conferences 
in the United State and Europe. Hartnett has contributed two courses for "The Great Courses," titled, 
"Understanding Russia: A Cultural History," and "The Great Revolutions of Modern History," as well 
as published the book "The Defiant Life of Vera Figner: Surviving the Russian Revolution," a 
biography of a Russian noblewoman turned revolutionary terrorist who lived through the Bolshevik 
Revolution in 1917.

Areas of Expertise
Protest Movements, Political Exile, History of Revolution, Russia, Russian History, Refugees, History 
of Authoritarianism

Education

Boston College
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Providence College
M.A. 

University of Massachusetts at Amherst
B.A. 
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