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Associate Professor in the Department of Psychological Sciences focused on language acquisition, 
ASL, deaf culture, and cognitive science.

Biography
Dr. Coppola studies language acquisition and language creation as well as the relationship between 
language and cognition, as revealed by D/deaf individuals who vary in their experience with 
language. She is particularly interested in how early exposure to language fosters typical 
development in social cognition and numerical cognition.

Areas of Expertise
Lange Acquisition, Number Cognition, Homesign, Language Emergence, Cognitive Development, 
Sign Language Structure

Education

University of Rochester
Ph.D. 

Accomplishments

Presidential Early Career Award for Scientists and Engineers
Established in 1996, the PECASE award is the highest honor bestowed by the U.S. government to 
outstanding scientists and engineers in the early stages of their research careers.

Excellence in Research and Creativity Early Career Award
American Association of University Professors, UConn Chapter
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