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Marisa Elena Domino, PhD, is a professor in the Department of Health Policy and Management in 
the Gillings School of Global Public Health; she is also director of the Program on Mental Health and 
Substance Abuse Systems and Services Research at the Cecil G. Sheps Center for Health Services 
Research. Her research interests include the economics of mental health, agency relationships 
among physicians, patients and insurers, the diffusion of new technologies and the public provision 
of health care and health insurance to low-income populations. She is deeply interested in vulnerable 
populations and she has created a research agenda throughout her career which examines the 
efficiency of health care policies in low income and disabled populations. She has substantial 
expertise in applied econometric analyses and has worked extensively on large administrative 
databases from a variety of health insurance programs. She has considerable experience extracting 
measures of medication use and adherence, quality of care, utilization and costs from a large variety 
of data sources. Dr. Domino?s work has focused on the effects of Medicaid program design on a 
variety of populations and outcomes, especially related to behavioral health and chronic illness.
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