
Megan Donahue
Professor of Astronomy at Michigan State University
East Lansing, MI, US

Megan Donahue is an expert on AGN feedback in clusters and circumgalactic gas and is now 
president of the American Astronomical Society.

Biography
Donahue grew up on a farm near Inland, Nebraska, a town of about 60 people. She attended St 
Cecilia's, a small Catholic school in Hasting, Nebraska. Her undergraduate physics S.B. degree is 
from MIT (1985) and her astrophysics Ph.D. is from the University of Colorado, Boulder (1990). She 
met her husband Mark Voit, who is also an astronomer, in graduate school. Her post-doctoral 
research in observational astronomy was completed at the Observatories of the Carnegie Institution 
of Washington, in Pasadena, California and at the Space Telescope Science Institute (STScI) in 
Baltimore, Maryland. STScI later hired her as a staff astronomer to do research, work with the data 
archive team, and write science cases for the James Webb Space Telescope. In 2003, she moved to 
Michigan State University and re-entered academic life as a professor in the MSU Physics and 
Astronomy Department, in East Lansing, Michigan. She has three children, Michaela, Sebastian, and 
Angela.

Industry Expertise
Writing and Editing, Research, Education/Learning

Areas of Expertise
Galaxy Formation, Galaxies, Stars

Affiliations
American Physics Society : Fellow

Education

University of Colorado
Ph.D. Astrophysics

Massachusetts Institute of Technology
B.S. Physics
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