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Michael Tarr is an expert in visual perception and how the brain transforms 2D images into high-level 
percepts.

Biography
Michael Tarr is an expert in visual perception and how the brain transforms 2D images into high-level 
percepts. His work focuses on face, object and scene processing and recognition in both biological 
and artificial systems. Tarr studies the neural, cognitive and computational mechanisms underlying 
visual perception and cognition. He is interested in how humans effortlessly perceive, learn, 
remember and identify faces, scenes and objects, as well as how these visual processes interact 
with our other senses, thoughts and emotions. He also is interested in the connection between 
biological and artificial intelligence, in particular, focusing on how high-performing computer vision 
systems can be used to better understand human behavior and its neural basis. Conversely, he 
holds that effective models of biological vision will help inform and improve the performance of 
artificial vision systems.

Industry Expertise
Biotechnology

Areas of Expertise
Cognitive Neuroscience, Cognitive Science, Computational, Perception

Education

Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Ph.D. Brain and Cognitive Sciences

Cornell University
B.S. Psychology

Accomplishments

Fellow, American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS
2017
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