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Biography
Professor Rebecca Sager is an award winning teacher and scholar who examines the intersection of 
religion, politics and social movements. Rebecca is currently the Department Chair of Sociology at 
Loyola Marymount University (LMU) and was recently appointed as the Director of Professional and 
Leadership Development at the Center for Faculty Development at LMU. Additionally, Rebecca is the 
Lynn Scarboro Cabinet Associate working with Provost Poon on creating collaborative courses 
across LMU. This project was recently funded and will be looking for applicants in spring 2025. 
Rebecca has also served on the LMU Faculty Senate, is the current Vice President of the BCLA 
Executive Council, and has served on a number of additional college and university committees. 
Rebecca holds a doctorate of Sociology from the University of Arizona and since coming to LMU in 
2007, she has received a number of grants and fellowships. This includes being one of the inaugural 
Academy of Catholic Thought and Imagination fellows at LMU, as well as external awards including a 
postdoc from Princeton University and grants from the Haynes Family Foundation and the Louisville 
Institute. Rebecca has published a number of articles on religion and politics, and her book, Faith, 
Politics, and Power: The Politics of Faith-Based Initiatives (Oxford), looks at the role conservative 
evangelical movement actors played in promoting the faith based initiative at the state level. Her 
most recent project is funded by the National Science Foundation and examines the role of religion in 
local government interactions as well as how religious groups work with local political officials. This 
research has already won several awards including Outstanding Paper from the Society for the 
Scientific Study of Religion and the President's Award from the The Association for Research on 
Nonprofit Organizations and Voluntary Action. Rebecca has also consulted with a number of groups 
including the Federal Department of Health and Human Services and the Center for Civility at UC 
San Diego, Rebecca has also written in OpEds in the LA Times and Poitico.

Industry Expertise
Religious Institutions, Research, Education/Learning

Areas of Expertise
Intersection of Religion, Policy and Social Movements, Faith-Based Initiatives, Principles of 
Sociology, Sociology of Gender, Social Movements and Collective Behaviour, Sociology of Religion

Education

University of Arizona
Ph.D. Postgraduate Studies
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