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Rebel Cole, Ph.D., is a former fed staff economist and an expert in financial institutions, real estate, 
and small-businesses.

Biography
Rebel Cole, Ph.D., is the Lynn Eminent Scholar Chaired Professor of Finance in the College of 
Business at Florida Atlantic University in Boca Raton, Florida. Previously, he has taught at DePaul 
University in Chicago, UNSW in Sydney and the University of Auckland in New Zealand. He received 
his Ph.D. in business administration from the University of North Carolina in 1988, after which he 
spent 10 years working as a financial economist in the Federal Reserve System. Cole is a special 
advisor to the Asian Development Bank, the International Monetary Fund, the World Bank and other 
non-governmental organizations, providing training and technical assistance to central banks around 
the world in more than 60 countries. Cole has published peer-reviewed articles in top academic 
journals that include the Journal of Finance, the Journal of Financial Economics, the Journal of 
Financial & Quantitative Analysis, the Journal of Corporate Finance, the Journal of Banking & 
Finance, the Journal of Real Estate Finance and Economics and Real Estate Economics. His primary 
areas of research are commercial banking, commercial real estate, corporate governance, 
entrepreneurship, and financial institutions. Many of his papers use sophisticated survival models to 
analyze the factors explaining the failures of banks and small businesses. According to Google 
Scholar, his works have been cited by other scholars more than 11,000 times. According to Scopus, 
his works have been cited more than 2,500 times. Most of his research papers are available for 
download from his webpages at http://www.rebelcole.com. Cole is a frequent commentator in the 
financial press. He has been quoted in, or appeared on: Accounting Today, the American Banker, the 
Bloomberg Businessweek, CNN Money, Fox Business News, the Huffington Post, the New York 
Times, National Public Radio, the PBS Nightly Business Report, the Street.com, the Voice of 
America, the Wall Street Journal, the Washington Post, WTTW?s Chicago Tonight, and Yahoo 
Finance.

Areas of Expertise
Small Business Finance, Financial Institutions, Commercial Banking, Corporate Governance, Real 
Estate

Education

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Ph.D. Finance

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
B.A. Economics
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