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Biography
Richard D. Starnes became Dean of Western Carolina's College of Arts and Sciences in July 2012. 
He is a historian specializing in the American South. His books include Creating the Land of the Sky: 
Tourism and Society in Western North Carolina (University of Alabama Press, 2006), Southern 
Journeys: Tourism, History and Culture in the Modern South (University of Alabama Press, 2003, 
editor), and History and Hope in the Heart of Dixie (University of Alabama Press, 2006, co-editor). 
His articles and essays have appeared in Southern Cultures, the North Carolina Historical Review, 
and other journals. He won the College of Arts and Sciences Teaching Award in 2008, edits the 
Appalachian Echoes Series at the University of Tennessee Press, and serves on the North Carolina 
Historical Commission.

Education

Auburn University
Ph.D. History

Western Carolina University
M.A. American History

Western Carolina University
B.S. History
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