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Noar is a health communication researcher who can discuss vaping prevention in youth and product
warning labels.

Seth M. Noar joined the UNC Hussman School of Journalism and Media in July 2011. He also is a
member of UNC?s Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center. Noar?s research interests are
centered in health communication, particularly how to harness traditional and new media to promote
healthy behavioral changes among individuals and communities. This type of research involves
understanding and applying behavioral theories that advance our understanding of the behavior
change process; testing message design theories and frameworks to best understand what types of
messages will be most resonant and persuasive with target audiences; and evaluating interventions
in carefully designed randomized and quasi-experimental trials. For more than a decade, much of
Noar?s research was focused in the HIV/AIDS area. He worked on National Institutes of Health (NIH)
projects developing and evaluating televised media campaigns to increase safer sexual behaviors.
Noar?s research has recently been more focused on cancer prevention. He has conducted research
to advance an understanding of the impact of celebrity cancer diagnoses on media and person
outcomes; how a combination of environmental changes and social marketing can impact fruit and
vegetable consumption among elementary students; and how various belief systems of adolescent
and young adult females affect their decision-making about indoor tanning behavior. Noar is also
conducting significant research on anti-tobacco messages, including graphic warning labels on
cigarette packs. He is the co-director of the Communication Core for the UNC Center for Regulatory
Research on Tobacco Communication, funded by an FDA/NIH grant from 2013-2018. Noar has co-
edited two books, ?Communication Perspectives on HIV/AIDS for the 21st Century? (2008) with Drs.
Timothy Edgar and Vicki Freimuth, and ?eHealth Applications: Promising Strategies for Behavior
Change? (2012) with Dr. Nancy Harrington. His work has been published in numerous peer-reviewed
outlets, including Human Communication Research, Health Communication, Journal of Health
Communication, Health Education Research, Psychological Bulletin, AIDS, Social Science &
Medicine, Journal of the National Cancer Institute, and JAMA Dermatology, among others.
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Outstanding Health Communication Scholar by the National Communication Association
Noar was named the 2016 Outstanding Health Communication Scholar by the National
Communication Association (NCA).

L ewis Donohew Outstanding Health Communication Scholar Award

Noar was awarded the Lewis Donohew Outstanding Health Communication Scholar Award from the
Kentucky Conference on Health Communication. The award recognizes outstanding research
contributions to the health communication field.

Thomson Reuters Highly Cited Resear cher, Social Sciences
Thomson Reuters named Noar a ?highly cited? researcher ? indicating that he is among the top 1
percent most cited researchers in the social sciences.

Please click here to view the full profile.
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