
Trenette Clark Goings, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Social Work & Associate Member, UNC Lineberger Comprehensive 
Cancer Center at UNC-Chapel Hill
Chapel Hill, NC, US

Dr. Trenette T. Clark is an Associate Professor in the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill?s 
School of Social Work.

Dr. Trenette T. Clark Goings is an Associate Professor in the University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill?s School of Social Work. She is a Faculty Affiliate at the Duke University Center for 
Biobehavioral and Social Aspects of Health Disparities, an Associate Member at the UNC Lineberger 
Comprehensive Cancer Center, and a Faculty Affiliate at the University of Georgia Center for 
Contextual Genetics & Prevention Science. Dr. Goings is also a NIH/National Institute on Minority 
Health and Health Disparities Scholar. Her research focuses broadly on identifying and preventing 
racial and ethnic health disparities. To achieve this goal, her primary research focuses on the 
epidemiology, etiology, prevention, and consequences of substance use and risky sexual behaviors 
among adolescents and young adults. She also has some interest in rural issues stemming from her 
rural roots in northeastern North Carolina. Dr. Goings received her Ph.D. in social work from Virginia 
Common- wealth University, a Master?s of Social Work degree from the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill, and undergraduate degrees from Elizabeth City State University. She holds a 
nonprofit leadership certificate from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and is licensed to 
practice clinical social work in North Carolina and Washington, DC. Prior to enrolling into her PhD 
program, Dr. Goings worked as a social worker on interdisciplinary teams in the Department of 
Neurology at Duke University Medical Center. Dr. Goings is currently the principal investigator of two 
funded research projects including ?Substance Use Trajectories and Health Outcomes of Monoracial 
and Biracial Blacks,? a 5-year research grant funded by the National Institutes of Health, National 
Institute on Drug Abuse. She has managed several federally funded etiology and intervention 
research projects. Her research has been published in several peer-reviewed journals, including 
Health Psychology, Drug & Alcohol Dependence, and Addictive Behaviors. She has presented her 
research at local, state, and national conferences, including the Society for Prevention Research, the 
American Public Health Association, and The College on Problems of Drug Dependence.
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