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Professor Cai is a leading expert in Chinese Society and Social Demography

Yong Cai is associate professor of sociology at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and 
Faculty Fellow at the Carolina Population Center. His research focuses on social demography, the 
sociology of health, Chinese society, comparative historical sociology, and research methodology. 
Cai is the author of and contributor to numerous books, and has published over forty academic 
articles, essays, and book reviews. Cai has received various grants and fellowships over the years, 
including awards from the National Science Foundation of China (various years), the Chinese 
Ministry of Education (2012), and the Carolina Asia Center (2013). In addition, in 2011 Cai was a 
Visiting Scholar in the School of Social Development and Public Policy at Fudan University in 
Shanghai, China. Cai is the book review editor of "Social Forces." Previously, Cai served as an 
elected council member of the Section on Asia and Asian America of the American Sociological 
Association (2009-2011). Before coming to UNC-Chapel Hill in 2009, Cai was Assistant Professor in 
the Department of Sociology, and Assistant Investigator at Institute for Public and International 
Affairs at the University of Utah. Cai received his Ph.D. in sociology and M.S. in statistics from the 
University of Washington. Cai also received a M.L in Sociology from the Peking University.

Social Demography, Sociology of Health, Chinese Society, Comparative Historical Sociology, 
Research Methodology

Fertility Rationality among Chinese across the World
Conference on Low Fertility in China

China?s Pension Reform: Will it Work?
First China-Sweden Workshop on Population Aging

The GLF Famine in Skinnerian Regional Space
Historical Demography Workshop

Changes in China?s Ethnic Population Distribution
Carolina Asia Center

China's New Demographic Reality
Center for Chinese Studies, University of California, Los Angeles
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